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Causes of Our Failed Prison System
The American prison system is one of the overstretched and overpopulated in the world. The reason for this is obvious; the number of people ending up in prisons is increasingly going up despite records that the rate of crime is declining. Despite the measures taken by the government to resolve the prison failures, our prison systems have continued to express inadequacies and inability to make changes. This essay examines the reasons why our prison system has continued to fail despite the intervention measures. While some people may argue that our prison system has helped contribute to the declining crime rates across the country, this paper asserts that the prison system has failed because they are racially biased, inhumane, and increased risks of incarceration.
First, American prisons are flocked by minority races. According to Lichtenberg (2016), black people are ten times more likely to be arrested than whites. Even though white people who use drugs are five times more than the colored people, they are less likely to end in prison than blacks (Lichtenberg, 2016). Black people who commit the same crimes are not treated the same way as white people who commit the same crimes. This racial bias is one of the key features that characterize the American prison system. It means, therefore, that some people end up in prison, especially the minority groups, not because they deserved to be there but because they are on the wrong side of the race. Being black in the United States is not a privilege because it means the probability of being in prison is very high compared to the probability of a white person. This is a clear indication of a failed system.
Secondly, the prison system has failed because of the inhuman treatment of the incarcerated. The objective of a correctional service is to rehabilitate and change people from their criminal behavior to adopt a different path that is better than causing harm in society. Travis et al. (2014) further explain that the growth of incarceration rates in the United States is informed by many things, but the main factor is the punitive sentencing policies. As Mikkelsen (2007) also explains, a good justice system should minimize harm and not cause it. The prisons are overpopulated and the living conditions are not favorable for any human, let alone those who have committed a crime. The fact that they have committed a crime does not make them less humans. As such, the way people are treated in prisons should reflect the need to have them change and adopt a different behavior. But, as the situation is currently, the prison condition is not encouraging for anyone.
On the other hand, some people may argue that the prison system has significantly helped curb the crime rates in the United States. It is obvious that the rate of crime in the country today cannot be compared with the rates in the 1980s or before. However, it is also certain that the incarceration rates are increasing and growing as time goes. The incarceration rates in the United States have increased by four times compared to the 1970s (Travis et al., 2014). This does not mean that the crime rates have increased, but it means that the number of people landing in prison has tremendously gone up. This is the highest rate recorded worldwide.
Lastly, the failed prison system is caused by the increased risks of incarceration. While the incarceration rates have gone up in the United States, it is attributed to many factors including racial biases and reoffending rate. Increased risk of incarceration in the United States is caused by failure to meet the objective of the prisons. As Lichtenberg (2016) explains, one of the requirements for a just system is that the punishment given to the offender should reflect the kind of crime they have committed. Also, a just system should not do any harm, but promote the development of the individual. This is the opposite of the American prison system because it ends up causing more damage than do good. The rate of reoffending is also high just like the rate of incarceration. Lichtenberg (2016) explains that the rate of reoffending is 6% higher today than it was in 2005. More than two-thirds of criminals released from prisons end up going back to prison within three years after securing their freedom (Lichtenberg, 2016). This evidence points out the reality of the situation in the country. It shows that our prison system exists to serve other interests other than what a true and just justice system should do.
In conclusion, the prison system has many problems and challenges, which shows how desperate it is in need of real reforms. Some of these problems, as discussed in this essay, include racial bias, inhumane living conditions, and high risks of incarceration, which all contribute to the failure of the system. Resolving this problem requires addressing how each of the above-explained factors impacts the prison system. Something like racial bias is contributing to many people ending up in prison, whether they are guilty or not. Being racially minority in the United States makes it easy for one to end up in prison. As discussed also, a good prison system should strive to do more good and reduce harm. This means that all crimes should be addressed and sentenced the same way. Taking these recommendations into consideration may help improve the prison system.
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